The War of 1812
Impressments (0:00-5:16)

·  30 years after the American Revolution- the War of 1812 showed that America could stand together to defend itself
· Early 19th century America was a loose association of states, bordered by a vast wilderness to the west, and an ocean to the east
· The one thing that united America was shipping. Even farmers shipped their goods

· England had continued to violate American shipping and trade on the high seas

· England was involved in an important war against Napoleon and France and needed men to fight.  They stopped American ships and impressed soldiers to fight for the British

· Many in the English navy left the navy to become U.S. citizens and join the merchant marines where they could earn more money
· Jefferson’s Embargo Act, prohibiting foreign trade, did not work and only hurt American ports

· About 4,000 men were kidnapped and forced to fight with England

Declaration of War (5:16-15:24)
· Some Americans liked the trade relationship with England, but others did not agree
· The English were interested in land in the western hemisphere and also incited Indians to attack Americans in the frontier

· James Madison (5 foot 4 inch) was physically small and nerdy, but very intelligent
· Madison became the first president to ask Congress to declare war. He accused England of:

· Interfering with trade on the high seas

· Inciting Indian attacks on the frontier

· Seizing and carrying off our men to fight for the English

· The War Hawks favored the war but New England and others in America greatly opposed the war because it threatened them economically and would hurt trade and shipping

· June 18, 1812 although every Federalist in Congress voted against it, Congress declared War on England

· Madison saw England as a threat to reconquer America- if England won, America would once again belong to it

· 2 Days before Congress declared war, England agreed to stop impressment- but the news didn’t reach Washington for several weeks
· The Republicans in favor of war forgot one main point- America was not prepared for war

· The military force was a new generation of leadership (few served in the Revolution), had little experience, and was poorly organized

· The British military was elite and had excellent young leadership, it had plenty of war experience, the navy was the best in the world

· Just weeks after war is declared, the American military attacked Canada

· America did not have a sufficient population to settle the land that it already controlled so the plan of capturing Canada did not seem logical

· The British took American western lands easily. Detroit and much of the land around the Great Lakes fell to the British

· At the same time, the USS Constitution encountered the British ship the Derriere off the coast of New England. After British cannon fire failed to penetrate the ship the Constitution earned its nickname “Old Ironsides”- the first real American victory

· The attempt to conquer Canada was essentially a failure

· On April 22, 1813 the Americans attacked the Canadian capital at York and burned the British Parliament building- the British would not forget this

On Our Doorstep (15:24-26:03)
· While the war with Napoleon was ongoing, England could not send a lot of troops to America- but once Napoleon was defeated, England could sent thousands of reinforcements to America
· The new highly experienced British troops sailed to the Chesapeake Bay
· Sir Alexander Cochran was the naval commander of the British and had a strong dislike for America

· In 1814 Cochran ordered to destroy and lay waste to America
· Admiral Coburn launched raids at will along the Chesapeake- plundering and burning American towns along the way

· Most of America’s regular army was in Canada

· The Maryland and Virginia state militias could not keep up with the advancing British

· Secretary of War, John Armstrong did not believe that the British would march to Washington but Madison created the 10th military district to defend Washington under Edward Winder. It was too little, too late.  With only 500 troops against 5,000 British, Winder did not stand a chance and Washington was evacuated

· Steve Plesseyton secured the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Treaties, and Washington’s correspondences and removed them from the city

· Secretary of State James Monroe acted as a scout, and even James Madison joined the fight and began to rally his troops

· On August 24, 1814, only 10 miles from Washington, in Bladensburg, Maryland the Americans under Winder and British under General Ross, clashed

·  Winder ordered a retreat and the Americans sprinted back to Washington

· In just 1 hour the Americans were defeated

· The American capital turned into a ghost town as it was evacuated

The First Lady (26:03-32:07)
· August 24, 1814 was one of the darkest days in American history
· With the British just 6 miles away, Dolly Madison remained in the White House
· Dolly was well loved by all and was the life of the party

· Dolly also brought out the best in her husband and made him more approachable

· Madison ordered that The White House be evacuated but Dolly refused to leave the White House until the portrait of George Washington painted by Gilbert Stewart was removed and saved for posterity

· The frame was ordered to be broken and the portrait was removed

· By 8pm the British marched into the capital

· In retaliation for burning the Canadian Parliament, the British planned to burn the American government buildings

· They marched into the American Capitol building, held a mock legislature, and voted unanimously to burn it

· The flames could be seen from miles away that night

· By 10pm the British marched into the White House.  They ate the food that was set on the table, drank the wine, and toasted to Jimmy’s Health before burning the White House to the ground.  Before they did that, the soldiers pillaged the building and took souvenirs
An Act of Nature (32:07-36:42)
· On August 25, 1814 the British set the Library of Congress and the navy yard on fire
· By 2pm a strong hurricane hit Washington

· The British were falling apart as they marched away from the capital
· A tornado also touched down and inflicted many casualties on the British

· The rain extinguished many of the flames that had caused the destruction of Washington

· Washington D.C. was destroyed- what took 10 years to build lay in ruin

· Madison rode through the city encouraging people not to despair

· Madison met in a post office (the only federal building that had not been destroyed)

· Secretary Armstrong resigned and Madison appointed James Monroe to take his place

The Defense of Baltimore (36:42-42:44)
· September 10, 1814 Baltimore prepared for the next British target
· General Samuel Smith (Revolutionary War veteran) was the American charged with defending Baltimore
· Smith dismissed Winder and immediately built over 1 mile of entrenchments around Baltimore

· Major George Armistead knew that Fort McHenry would be attacked.  It guarded the entry to Baltimore Harbor

· Armistead immediately made defense plans for the imminent battle

· The people of Baltimore sunk their own boats at the entrance of Baltimore Harbor to prevent the British from advancing any closer than Fort McHenry

· Armistead ordered an enormous flag (30 x 42 feet) and a storm flag from flag maker Mary Pickersfield to fly high over Fort McHenry so that the British would have no difficulty in seeing it
Turning of the Tide (42:44-48:14)

·  September 11, 1814 the British fleet was spotted outside of North Point
· 4,000 British land troops began their march towards Baltimore while the British navy sailed in to attack at Fort McHenry

· British General Robert Ross pushed his men forward against American General John Stricker at Baltimore
· Stricker ordered his militia to attack the advancing British, which caught them off guard

· An American sniper struck down the British ground troops commander Major General Robert Ross and then the sniper was killed
· British organization was in shambles. Colonel Arthur Brook took Ross’s place

Foundations for Freedom (48:14-55:40)
· Stricker seemed to read Brook like a book and anticipated his every move

· Stricker ordered a retreat- but they marched in good order back to Baltimore

· The British navy planned its attack on Fort McHenry

· At dawn on September 13, 1814 the bombardment of Fort McHenry began

· 190 lb. cast iron bombs were fired into the fort in rapid succession

· Francis Scott key, a Baltimore lawyer on a truce vessel in Baltimore harbor watched as the bombardment of Fort McHenry continued on
· He was on board the ship to secure the release of a friend from the British
· At the same time, Brook continued his land advancement against Baltimore, but he was amazed at how well prepared the Americans were around Baltimore

· American troops at Fort McHenry countered the bombardment by maintaining their fire
· The bombs and rockets over the fort lit the sky as all lights in Baltimore were ordered turned off to prevent the British from seeing any landmarks in the city
Origin of the Anthem (55:40-1.03:33)
· Throughout the night of September 13, 1814 the British continued their bombardment of Fort McHenry
· The rain and thunder were also a factor
· Armistead’s men continued their fire all night as well

· Those who did not flee from Baltimore watched the flashes and explosions all night

· British Colonel Brook planned a final land attack of Baltimore

· On September 14, 1814 Brooks ordered his ground troops back to their boats
· At 7:30 the British ceased firing at Fort McHenry

· Through it all, the flag continued to fly over Fort McHenry and the British could clearly see it. The British navy set sail

· Francis Scott Key took out a letter from his pocket and jotted down a few verses about what he saw.  The British released Key and he returned to Baltimore.  The poem was put to the tune of a British drinking song “To Anacreon in Heaven”

· The British and Americans negotiated peace in Ghent, Belgium

Defending the Southland (1.03:33-1.25:25)
· Before news of the peace was communicated, British General Cochran planned an attack on New Orleans, hoping to take New Orleans, the Mississippi River, and connect to Canada
· Anti-war Federalists in New England met in Hartford, Connecticut to discuss secession due to their disgust for Madison and the war.  This was a crisis for Madison
· Andrew Jackson (47 year old from Tennessee) whose fiery temper and pure will earned him the nickname of “Old Hickory, commanded in defense for New Orleans
· Jackson’s thirst for revenge and hatred for England drove him towards success and he was probably the only man who could save New Orleans

· December 1, 1814 Jackson arrived in New Orleans and vowed to defend the city and prepare it for attack

· People of all types prepared for war in New Orleans

· Jackson convinced people off of the street to help defend the city- people from everywhere and all types joined Jackson

· Jackson’s rag tag army of 4,000 didn’t seem able to stand a chance against the 10,000 British ground troops under Sir Edward Pakenham (great reputation and experience)

· On December 12, 1814 the British armada was spotted off of the coast of New Orleans

· Jackson declared martial law and was even prepared to burn the city of New Orleans if necessary

· American gunboats faced off against the British fleet at Lake Bourgne

· At the same time, the British ground forces advanced towards New Orleans

· The British believed that Jackson had many more men than he did

· Jackson ordered his men to attack and ambush the British Camp

· December 23, 1814 at 7:30pm the American ground troops and gunboats surprised the British camp in the dark

· After fierce battle the British counterattacked and the Americans retreated 

· December 24, 1814 the Treaty of Ghent was reached

· Jackson and his 4,000 men entrenched between the Mississippi River and swamp and prepared for war

· As barges and boats ferried their troops towards Jackson’s line, the British were tired and frustrated

· Although the British artillery attack failed, his ground troops advanced towards Jackson’s lines 

· On January 7, 1815 Andrew Jackson’s men lie in wait for the Battle of New Orleans
· The American morale was high after beating the British twice
· The British plan was to overwhelm the Americans in sheer numbers

· The British advanced towards the American flanks, which were weakest

· Pakenham’s plan was aggressive but too complicated as he had too many men moving forward

· As the attack began, the British faced problems

· Their boats floated too far downstream in the swift current

· The 44th regiment forgot the ladders to scale the ramparts
· Jackson ordered his men to fire when ready

· The cannon and guns began and the American earthen works proved too much for the British

· Although the British had far more men, the Americans decimated the British as confusion and panic paralyzed the British

· Commanders of the British dropped like flies- there was disorganization and nobody giving orders

· The survivors realized that without any commanders they would not reach New Orleans and the battle was over within 2 hours

· Over 2,000 British were dead, injured, missing, or captured, whereas the Americans only suffered 13 dead and a few dozen injured

· It proved to the Americans that they could stand up against anyone

Peace is Restored (1.25:25-1.29:47)
· On February 4, 1814 the news of the victory reached Washington

· A new sense of patriotism and nationalism spread

· 9 days later the Treaty of Ghent reached America and essentially just restored the former borders but never resolved the issue of impressment

· The war confirmed American manifest destiny

· The war boosted American glory and morale that the U.S. was a legitimate nation

· Jackson and Madison became heroes of the new republic

· Those who opposed the war and Federalists were labeled traitors after the American victory

· The War of 1812 was the turning point in America- that proved that we had a right to exist as an independent and free nation, and that we were here to stay
